Spatial but not object recognition is impaired by aging in rats.
Four groups of male Wistar rats (4, 8, 18, and 24 months) were submitted to object recognition and spatial recognition tests. Object recognition was not significantly affected by aging even at a longer retention interval. On the contrary, spatial recognition was significantly impaired in 18- and 24-month groups. The existence of two dissociable neural systems, respectively involved in object and spatial recognition, is discussed.